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Colorado farmers and ranchers lost 63,000 head of sheep and lambs to al causes in 1999, representing a tota vaue of
$4.47 million, according to a survey conducted by the Colorado Agricultura Statistics Service in cooperation with the
Colorado Wool Growers Association. A comparable survey in 1998 indicated that 65,000 head of al sheep and lambs,
vaued a $4.70 million, werelost from dl causes. The number of head lost was down 3 percent from 1998. The vaue of
thoselosseswas down 5 percent asa 3 percent increase in the average vauefor lambs more than offset a 12 percent decline
in the average vaue of sheep. The tota inventory of al sheep and lambs at the beginning of 1999, a 440,000 head, was
23 percent below the 575,000 head inventory on hand on January 1, 1998. Most of the decline from ayear earlier wasin
the number of market sheep and lambsasthe number of breeding sheep and lambswas only 20,000 head under the previous
year. The 1999 lamb crop totaled 210,000 head, down from the 1998 lamb crop of 220,000 head. Total sheep and lamb
death losses in 1999 accounted for 9.5 percent of the available supply of animals during the year compared with lossesin
1998 totaing 8.0 percent of the available supply.

Predators caused an estimated $1.64 million in losses of shegp and lambs during 1999 compared with a vaue of $1.97
millionin 1998. They accounted for 23,000 head (37 percent of al losses) in 1999 compared with 27,000 head (42 percent
of al losses) in 1998. Predator |osses amounted to 3.5 percent of the available supply in 1999, up from the 3.3 percent of
the sheep and lamb supply in 1998. Lamb losses by all predators amounted to 20,000 head in 1999 compared to 22,500
head ayear earlier. Coyotes, the most damaging predator in each year, were responsible for 71 percent (14,200 head
vaued a $951,400) of the lamb losses from predators and 26 percent of al lamb losses. Bears and dogs each claimed an
additional 1,400 head of lambs, for acombined lossvalue of $187,600. Bear and coyote were also the primary predators
on sheep, each accounting for 1,000 head in 1999 for acombined loss value of $197,000. Dogs and mountain lionskilled
3,000 head of sheep and lambs vaued at $226,200 during 1999, while losses from eagle, fox, and bobcat totaled 1,800
head vaued at $120,600. Two-thirdsof the predator losses occurred in the Northwest & Mountain and Southwest Didtricts
whereadl of themgjor predatorswere active. Coyotesand dogs continueto bethe mgor predatorsin the Northeast District
where mogt of the commercia feedlots are located while eagles and fox are the mgor predatorsin other Didtricts.

Thetotd vaue of sheep and lamb losses from non-predator causes was estimated a $2.84 millionin 1999, up 4 percent
from $2.73 million ayear. The increase from 1998 resulted mostly from a dightly higher percentage of the total losses
coming from lambs which had adightly higher value per head than ayear earlier. Non-predator losses of 40,000 head in
1999 represented 63 percent of al losses compared with 38,000 head or 58 percent of all lossesthe previousyear. Losses
from disease accounted for 58 percent of the total value of non-predator losses with weather related losses representing 8
percent. Disease clamed two-thirds of the lambs lost from non-predator causes but just 16 percent of the mature sheep
losses. Nearly three-fourthsof the non-predator losses occurred inthe Northeast District where di sease and weether related
problems are the predominant cause of lossin the state' scommercid feedlots. Lambing problems accounted for $219,900
of the total value of the non-predator losses with most of those occurring in the western portions of the state.

R. Reneé Liles, State Statistician Paul Post, Statistician



SHEEP & LAMBS:

Inventory, Death L osses, and Value of L osses, Colorado, 1995-99

January 1 Death Losses
Inventory
Sheep All Lambs All Sheep & Lambs

All Sheep Lamb Total Before After All Total Percent of

Y ear & Lambs Crop L osses Docking Docking Lambs Loss Supply Y/
1,000 Head 1,000 Head Per cent
1995 545 240 10 15 55 70 80 10.0
1996 535 240 10 20 45 65 1) 94
1997 575 225 10 20 45 65 I6) 91
1998 575 220 10 15 40 55 65 80
1999 440 210 8 15 40 55 63 95
Total Sheep & Lamb Losses By Cause Value Of Losses
Predator L osses Non-Predator L osses
Total Percent of Non- Percent of Non-

Y ear Loss Supply 1/ Predator Supply V/ Predator Predator Total

1,000 Hd. Per cent 1,000 Head 1,000 Dollars
1995 26.0 33 54.0 6.8 19304 3,959.6 5,890.0
1996 300 38 450 5.7 2,502.3 3,7208 6,223.1
1997 340 41 41.0 50 2,944.0 35110 6,455.0
1998 270 33 380 47 1,966.5 2,7285 4,695.0
1999 230 35 40.0 6.0 16355 28375 4,473.0

1/ Supply includes sheep and lambs on hand January 1 plus lamb crop plus lamb losses before docking.

SHEEP AND LAMBS:. Number and Value of L osses by Cause

Colorado, 1998-99 1/

Sheep Lambs Tota Sheep & Lambs
Cause No. Lost Vaue 2/ No. Lost Vaue 2/ No. Lost Vdue2/
1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999

Predator: 1,000 Head $1,000 1,000 Head $1,000 1,000 Head $1,000

Bear .............. 1.2 1.0 134.4 98.5 1.2 1.4 78.0 93.8 2.4 2.4 212.4 192.3

Bobcat ............ 0.1 0.1 6.5 6.7 0.1 0.1 6.5 6.7

Coyote............ 1.4 1.0 156.8 98.5 175 14.2 1,137.5 951.4 18.9 152 1,294.3 1,049.9

Dog .............. 0.2 0.4 224 394 0.8 14 52.0 93.8 1.0 1.8 74.4 133.2

Eagle ............. 05 1.0 325 670 05 1.0 325 67.0

FoxX ............... 0.7 0.7 455 46.9 0.7 0.7 455 46.9

Mountain Lion . .... 0.8 0.4 89.6 39.4 1.2 0.8 78.0 53.6 2.0 1.2 167.6 93.0

Other Predator 3/ .. 0.9 0.2 100.8 19.7 0.5 0.4 325 26.8 1.4 0.6 133.3 46.5
Total Predator ...... 4.5 3.0 504.0 295.5 22.5 20.0 1,462.5 1,340.0 27.0 23.0 1,966.5 1,635.5
Non-Predator:

All Diseases ....... 0.4 0.8 448 788 151 235 9815 15745 155 243 1,026.3 1,653.3

Weather related ... 0.3 0.2 336 197 75 3.2 487.5 2144 7.8 34 521.1 234.1

Lambing problems . . 0.6 0.6 672 59.1 2.1 24 136.5 1608 27 3.0 203.7 219.9

Oldage ........... 2.3 2.0 2576 197.0 2.3 2.0 257.6 197.0

Being on back ..... 0.1 0.2 11.2 19.7 0.1 0.2 11.2 19.7

Poisoning ......... 0.5 0.2 56.0 19.7 1.4 0.2 91.0 134 1.9 0.4 147.0 331

Theft ...oovvvv...

Other causes 4/ ... 13 1.0 1456 985 6.4 5.7 416.0 3819 77 6.7 561.6 480.4
Total Non-Predator . . 5.5 5.0 616.0 492.5 32.5 350 2,1125 2,345.0 38.0 40.0 2,728.5 2,837.5
Total All Causes ....| 10.0 8.0 1,120.0 788.0 55.0 55.0 3,575.0 3,685.0 65.0 63.0 4,695.0 4,473.0

1/ Sheepvalueisbased on atwo year average value per head of ewes 1 year old and older; Value of $112.00 for 1998, $98.50 for 1999.
Lamb value is based on the marketing year average price received for a 90 pound lamb; Value of $65.00 for 1998, $67.00 for 1999.

2/

Totals may not add due to rounding.

3/ Includes unknown predator losses.

4/ Includes unknown non-predator losses.




SHEEP AND LAMBS.
Percent Loss Within Each Agricultural Statistics District,

by Type of Predator, Colorado, 1999 1/

Agricultural Statistics District

Cause NW & East San Luis

Mountain | Northeast Central Southwest Valley Southeast State
Predator: Per cent
Bear ............... 55.4 41.3 3.3 100.0
Bobcat .............. 73.6 26.4 100.0
Coyote .............. 34.3 22.3 15 30.5 10.0 14 100.0
Dog ........cooii 1.9 62.5 15 18.5 14.6 1.0 100.0
Exgle ............... 73.2 2.0 124 124 100.0
FOX «vviiie et 61.9 35.7 24 100.0
Mountain Lion ........ 76.3 A 23.6 100.0
Other Predators 2/ . . . .. 6.9 46.7 449 15 100.0
Total Predator ....... 38.0 19.6 1.0 28.7 11.6 1.1 100.0
1/ Includes al lamb losses both before and after docking.
2/ Includes unknown predators.
SHEEP AND LAMBS:
Percent Loss Within Each Agricultural Statistics District,
by Non-predator Causes, Colorado, 1999 1/
Agricultural Statistics District

Cause NW & East San Luis

Mountain | Northeast Central Southwest Valley Southeast State
Non-Predator: Per cent

AllDiseases . ... ..... 4.1 89.2 .9 2.8 2.3 7 100.0
Weather related causes . 225 27.8 15.9 16.3 14.2 3.3 100.0
Lambing problems.. . . . . 43.8 10.2 6.2 33.1 5.1 1.6 100.0
Odage ............ 39.0 17.2 12.0 15.6 14.0 2.2 100.0
Being on their back . . . . 6.2 3.8 385 515 100.0
Poisoning .. ......... 28.1 36.0 104 25.5 100.0
Theft .............. 74.0 26.0 100.0
Other non-predator 2/ . . 8.8 79.9 3 5.7 2.9 2.4 100.0
Total Non-Predator .. 9.2 74.5 2.3 8.1 4.6 1.3 100.0

1/ Includes al lamb losses both before and after docking.
2/ Includes unknown non-predator l0sses.




SHEEP AND LAMBS: Percent of L oss by Cause and Size of Flock, Colorado, 1998-99 1/

Stock Sheep Operations by Size of Flock
Commercid All
Cause 1-99 100- 999 1,000 Plus Feedlots Sizes
1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999 1998 1999
Predator: Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
Bear ................... 4 10 24 37 105 148 45 36
Bobcat ... 4 4 9 2 3
Coyote.......ovvvnvnnn. 26.3 215 322 294 300 24.1 5.6 27 189 112
Dog ....covvvveii 10.7 71 30 27 2 20 9 28 14 30
Eagle .................. 2 4 22 5 9 2
FOX oot 5 6.1 12 9 31 37 14 13
MountainLion.......... 13 27 6.1 33 78 6.2 38 18
Other Predator 2/ ....... 4 2 4 18 119 34 49 9
Total Predator: ......... 39.6 38.8 45.3 43.2 66.1 55.6 6.5 55 36.0 22.3
Non-Predator:
All Diseases ............ 9.1 212 110 271 40 180 810 825 394 59.0
Weather related ......... 24 838 9.9 117 101 53 100 10 108 35
Lambing problems ........ 14.7 154 119 6.8 80 76 51 34
Oldage ................ 5.9 79 49 5.1 23 34 17 18
Beingonback .......... 5 9 7 14 3 2 2 2
Poisoning .............. 11 10 19 17 40 13 3 20 5
Theft .................. 2 9 4 1
Other non-predator 3/ 65 6.0 135 26 52 8.6 22 11.0 47 9.3
Total Non-Predator ... ... 60.4 61.2 54.7 56.8 33.9 4.4 935 945 64.0 71.7
Total All Causes ......... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 1000 100.0
.. = nonereported.

1/ Includeslambs before and after docking.
2/ Includes unknown predator losses.
3/ Includes unknown non-predator causes.



